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LITERACY WORKING GROUP
Members: 

· Pat Sloan, NHA Speech & Language
· Rhonda Duncan, Kitsumkalum HeadStart

· Karen Chasney, Terrace CDC

· Fiona Delrome, Terrace CDC

BOUNDING THE SYSTEM

	Population Groups
	Places and Spaces
	Programs and

informal activities
	Organizations
	Individual Actors

	Low income families
Children under 6 years of age

Single parent families

Teen parents

Families in transition

Multiple social needs (housing, transportation)

Generational effect (residential schools)

Terrace is hub for many outlying areas – area to cover is widespread

Northern Region that is isolated (decisions are made elsewhere)
	Public library
Daycare, CDC, preschool, HeadStart, schools

Airport (books to read)

Everywhere (grocery stores, drug stores, post office, waiting rooms, etc.)


	Library program:
· Story time for different ages

· Reading challenge

Mother Goose

Building Blocks

CAP-C

Kermode Friendship Centre

Preschools, HeadStart, Strong Start

Ready Set learn

Early Years Family Fair

Toddler groups

PALS


	Northern Savings
Public Library

Family Place

Child Development Centre

HeadStarts

Make Children First Network

School District

MCFD
	Childcare providers
Children

Parents/Families

Teachers – school system

MCFD – funder

College

Band office (education/Council)

Bookstores!

Misty River Books

Authors


UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS
	Community Norms
	Community Capitals
	Regulations
	Decision Making Bodies

	Common Beliefs:

· Kids will learn to read at school
· Low literacy = low socio-economic status

· High literacy is costly

· Responsibility belongs to parents

· It is good to read to your child

· Babies need books

· It’s important to sing & do rhymes with baby/toddler

· Reading & literacy are life long experiences

Common Attitudes:

· Literacy = book reading

· Have to learn ABC’s to read

· Doesn’t like books because not paying attention

Popular Answers:

· Work on learning ABC’s

· Books on tape

· Leap Frog computer program

· Sesame Street & other “educational” TV

· Read more
	Human Capital:
· ECE’s

· Librarians

· Parents & families

· School teachers

· Speech Language Therapists

· Friends/peers

· Bookstores

· Book orders/Scholastic

· Social Capital:

· Public Health nurses
· Native language & culture

Economic Capital:
· Government grants

· Local funders & donations

· Fundraising

· Book Fair

· Success by 6

Cultural Capital:

· Oral tradition & story

· Speech arts


	· Children go to school by age 5
· HeadStart and preschool is for 3-4 year olds

· Licensing ensures literacy programs are included in preschool programs
	


GOALS
	Goal
	Number of Votes

	Outreach Programming
	3

	Engaging parents in pre-literacy activities
	3

	Increase Public Awareness of what is available (programs, resources)
	3

	Investigate accessibility to Literacy programs
	2

	Explore Literacy programs in other communities
	2

	Engage stakeholders in a discussion about literacy programming
	1

	Explore community organizations, funders that could donate to literacy outreach
	1

	Linking/networking programs with similar goals
	1


SUMMARY:

· Main focus on children under 6

· Need pre-literacy skills – reading to, exposure to language, etc.

· Variety of approaches

· Main goals:

· Outreach programming – accessibility to literacy programs

· Understand the importance of play

· Public awareness – what can parents do with their kids before entering school, community resources
1
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